
St. Thomas More Church 
 

May 2, 2021 
 

 

Sunday, May 2, 2021 
      Fifth Sunday of Easter 

 (English Mass) 

       

      Fourth Sunday after Easter 

      (Tridentine Mass) 

 
 

Sunday, May 9, 2021 
 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

      (English Mass) 

       

      Fifth Sunday after Easter 

      (Tridentine Mass) 

 

 

 

LITURGY SCHEDULE  

Weekend: Saturday Vigil, 4:30 pm  

Sunday, 10:00 am, 12:00 pm (Tridentine) 

 

Weekday: Monday-Friday, 12:00 pm  

Saturday, 8:00 am 

 
Reconciliation  

Saturday, 4:00-4:20 pm  

Sunday, 9:30-9:50 am, 11:30-11:50 am  

Thursdays, 1:00-2:00 pm  

Also, you may request an appointment with a 

priest for confession. 
 

Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament  

Thursdays, 12:30-2:00 pm 

 
Devotions  

First Friday, 12:00 pm Mass, followed by adoration, 

First Friday Prayers and the Rosary. 

First Saturday, 8:00 am Mass, followed by adora-

tion, First Saturday Prayers and the Rosary. 

 

 

MOTHER’S DAY COLLECTION 
 

The Mother’s Day collection will be 

taken next weekend. 
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PARISH INFORMATION 
 

Parish Office  

2825 West 81st St., Chicago, IL 60652  

Phone 773-436-4444 - Fax 773-778-9087 

Email address: stmrc@comcast.net  

Visit our official Facebook page at:  

St. Thomas More Chicago 

Website address: 

http://stthomasmorecatholicchurch.org/ 

 
Office Hours 

Monday-Thursday - 9:00 am to 4:00 pm 

Friday-Sunday - Closed 

 
Rectory  

Rev. Msgr. Richard Zborowski, Pastor 

Rev. Scott Haynes, Associate Pastor 

 
Business Manager 

Pat Lave 

 
Director of Music 

Michel Domingue 
 

Coordinator of Religious Ed  

Debbie Ksycki 

 
Registration 

New parishioners should register at the parish office. 

 
Religious Goods Store 

Open on the third weekend of the month. 
 

SACRAMENTS 

Visitations 

Hospital or Homebound; Please contact the Parish Office at  

773-436-4444 as soon as possible for Communion, Confes-

sion or Anointing of the Sick. 

 
Marriage 

Registered and supporting members should call the parish 

office. A date should not be set until consulting with the 

Pastor. 

 
Baptism  

Registered parishioners should contact the parish office. 

 
Funeral 

Registered parishioners should contact the parish office. 
 

Bulletin 

Please submit all requests for bulletin announcement on 

Mondays by 10:00 am. 
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Catholic Charities: General Number 312-655-7000 

                                 Counseling Center 312-655-7725 

Catholictherapists.com  

http://www.purityispossible.com/ 

Project Rachel (post-abortion healing): 888-456-4673 

Suicide Prevention: 800-273-8255 

Aid for Women (crisis pregnancy): 312-621-1100 

Courage and EnCourage Apostolates: (203) 803-1564      

http://www.couragerc.org/ 

 

SUNDAY, May 2 

Fifth Sunday of Easter 
 

10:00 am  For the Parishioners 
    

12:00 pm    Living & Deceased of Jonikas Families 

    (Stace Mikelivicius) 

    Ruth Naomi Barriga (Paula Lara) 
 

MONDAY, May 3 

Sts. Philip & James, Apostles 
 

12:00 pm   Bob Dapkus (John & Nancy Simmons) 

   For the Intentions of Franciscan Sister Servants of 

   Redemptive Love (Sr. Maria-Paulina) 

    

TUESDAY, May 4 
 

12:00 pm    Mark, Anne & Marty Dwyer (Peggy Dwyer) 

    For the Intentions of Franciscan Sister Servants of 

    Redemptive Love (Sr. Maria-Paulina) 
   
WEDNESDAY, May 5 
 

12:00 pm   Bob Dapkus (Pat Sheehy) 

   Living & Deceased of Fowler & Siniawski Families 
 

THURSDAY, May 6 

National Day of Prayer 
 

12:00 pm  John O’Neill (Family) 

  Rush Limbaugh (Katie Clark) 
   
FRIDAY, May 7 
 

12:00 pm   Bob Dapkus (William & Linda Parsons) 

    For the Intentions of Franciscan Sister Servants of 

    Redemptive Love (Sr. Maria-Paulina) 

     

SATURDAY, May 8 
 

8:00 am  For the Intentions of Collin & Herman Families 

  For the Intentions of Franciscan Sister Servants of 

  Redemptive Love (Sr. Maria-Paulina) 

 

(Vigil Mass) 
 

4:30 pm   John O’Neill (Family) 

   For the Intentions of Vanissa, Cason & Aurora 

       

 

http://stthomasmorecatholicchurch.org/
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COLLECTIONS 

 

  4/25/21 $4,715.00 

   

 
 

 THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY! 

 

OUR FINANCES ~ Your Gifts Matter 

Janet Abramic  Daniel Jiminez  Tricia Quasthoff   

Sandy Badke   Maria Jiminez   Walter Quasthoff 

Crispin Bofinger         Rebecca Jiminez   Len Reilly 

Joseph Carrabotta  Mike Lave   Pat Sheehy 

Sarah Dalton   Kenneth Novickis  Phyliis Spizzirri 

Diane & Jim Flaherty   Celeste Phifer   Mary Tadda 

Sandra Halper  Dolores Pogor   Ken Watterson 

 

THANK YOU FOR OUR FREEDOM! 

PFC Michael Chesna, Marines 

MSG Kevin Daley 

Cpl. Brian Husum 

AZ2 Marcellus J. Lane 

PVT. Andy Oziemkiewicz 

PFC. Luis Rosales 

LCPL. Xavier Rosales 

 

  PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL FOR THE SICK 

    

 FOR ALL WHO SERVE IN THE MILITARY INCLUDING: 

Omnipotent and eternal God, the everlasting Salvation of those who believe,                                                 

hear us on behalf of Thy sick. 

 

HUMILITY AND GRATITUDE  
A Meditation for the Fifth Sunday of Easter (Year B) 

 
“I am the vine, you are the branches. Whoever remains in me and I in him will bear  

much fruit,  because without me you can do nothing.”  John 15:5 
 

What a great little reminder…“Without me you can do nothing.” 
 
At first, hearing this may hurt.  It may hurt our pride, and we may react to this idea negatively.  Is it really true?  Can we 
really do nothing without God?  Obviously the answer to that is “Yes.”  Jesus does not lie.  We can do nothing without 
God in our lives. In fact, if God were to forget us for one moment, we would cease to exist.  Even our very existence de-
pends upon God continuing to will that we exist.  And as for doing good, making a difference, having a productive life, 
etc., we can do nothing good without God’s grace. 
 
Though this may be hard to hear at first, we should ponder it regularly.  And if we do ponder it and embrace this truth, 
two things will happen in our souls.  First, we will grow in humility.  Humility is the most important virtue in which we can 
grow.  It’s been referred to as “the mother of all virtues.”  This is because from this virtue, all other virtues flow.  Humility 
means we realize that God is everything and that we need Him with a 100% need.  This humble truth will enable us to 
seek God in all things and to invite Him deeply into every part of our lives. 
 
A second thing that will happen in our souls when we realize that we can do nothing without God is that we will grow in 
gratitude.  As we see that God is everything AND we begin to see that He provides us with constant grace in our lives, 
our only appropriate response will be “Thank you!”  We will be grateful to God for everything because we will realize 
that everything that is good is a gift from Him. 
 
Reflect, today, upon these truths of humility and gratitude and allow them to sink in.  As you do, allow these virtues to 
grow to greater fruition in your life. 
 
Lord, I do believe that I can do nothing without You.  Help me to believe this with an even greater conviction and, as I 
do, help me to grow in humility and gratitude.  Jesus, I trust in You. 
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IRELAND TARGETS THE CHURCH: OUTDOOR CONFESSIONS ARE ILLEGAL,  

BUT CHATTING WITH A PRIEST ISN’T 
 David McLoone  

  

DUBLIN, Ireland, April 21, 2021 (LifeSiteNews) – Irish Catholics have faced months of persecution from the national 

government, with public worship banned since December and attempts to host services punishable by fines and 

prison time for ministers. Now, a new law has been passed which further tightens gatherings both indoors and out-

doors, effectively criminalizing attendance at any religious gathering, including sacramental Confession with a 

priest. The updated legislation, (S.I. 171/2021), enacted under the guise of public health and safety, renders meet-

ing a priest for Confession a criminal offense in Ireland, punishable by up to six months in jail, or a fine of €127 

(about $152 USD). There remains an arbitrary permission to attend weddings and funerals, albeit in limited num-

bers. 

Oran Doyle, law professor and member of the COVID-19 Law and Human Rights Observatory at Trinity College, 

Dublin, explained on RTE Radio 1’s News at One, Sunday, the recent change to Irish law and why it is significant 

regarding Catholic worship and access of the faithful to the sacraments. “What’s changed is really the legal treat-

ment,” he explained. “Apart from the first lockdown last April/May, and the start of June 2020, there hasn’t been a 

legal prohibition on religious services.” 

  

Doyle pointed out that the Irish government, until this point, “has talked in terms of ‘levels,’” with regard to their 

lockdown regimes. These levels, or tiers of restrictions are supposedly based on the severity of the spread of 

COVID-19, with higher levels bringing about harsher impositions on social gatherings, and so on. “But really those 

levels aren’t always backed up by law, and the case of religious services in general … there was no legal prohibi-

tion [for attendance].” The recent adjustment of law “is the first time that a clear, legal prohibition on religious ser-

vices has been put in place, as I say, since the first lockdown last April/May,” Doyle informed listeners. In a state-

ment, Ireland’s pro-abortion Minister for Health, Stephen Donnelly, attempted to quell fears that members of the 

Catholic Church, and indeed all religious observers, were being attacked by the new legislation, saying that the 

law “was not intended to single out worship.” 

  

But Doyle flatly contradicted the minister’s claim. “Well that can’t be correct because previously in the legislation 

there was a clear ban on any events in your households and there was also a ban on what they described as 

‘relevant events,’ which, in the law, has a very clear definition as events for social recreational purposes, things 

like that,” he said. “So those type of events were already banned but religious events weren’t, and they seem to 

be the most obvious thing that was cut by this change in the law that was made last week,” he responded. 

The new provision in law applies to any religious event, be it held indoors or outdoors. “That’s where it is different 

from the restrictions on other events,” Doyle said. “So, for example, if a priest were to do the sacrament of Confes-

sion with one parishioner outside, socially distanced, that would be a criminal offence; but if the priest were to 

meet the parishioner for a chat, that wouldn’t be a criminal offence because that’s dealt with under one of the 

other provisions or regulations.” 

 

Doyle clarified that the offense, in such an instance, would be on the part of both the penitent and the confessor, 

both of whom “attend” the sacrament together in the same place and at the same time. He added that, whilst 

the provision “doesn’t mention ‘religious purpose’” as a specific offending event, the new regulations “are made 

by the minister for health under the statute passed by the Oireachtas [Irish parliament] last March, and it’s the 

statute that defines events to include an event for religious purposes.” “So when these regulations use the same 

word ‘event,’ in the way that it was used in the main statute, well then that meaning has to follow through,” Doyle 

explained. and without notice or consultation. We consider this to be a breach of trust.” Ban on the sacraments is 

‘a direct attack on our God-given liberties’ 

  

Kathy Sinnott, a former Member of the European Parliament for Ireland, told LifeSiteNews that Ireland’s Constitu-

tion “is clear in its recognition that the worship of Almighty God is a fundamental right and duty. That is, it is not 

given by the State but is inherent in the God-given dignity of every human person.” Article 44.1 of Ireland’s Consti-

tution states that: “The State acknowledges that the homage of public worship is due to Almighty God. It shall 

hold His Name in reverence, and shall respect and honour religion.” Furthermore, protections are offered to “the 

free profession and practice of religion,” which the constitution promises are “guaranteed to every citizen.” 
  

(Continued on page 6) 

http://lifesitenews.com/
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/irish-police-enforce-ban-on-mass-threaten-priests-with-jail
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/irish-priest-fined-for-offering-mass-during-lockdown-not-turning-people-away
https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/irish-priest-fined-for-offering-mass-during-lockdown-not-turning-people-away
http://www.irishstatutebook.ie/eli/2021/si/171/made/en/print
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-europe-56799513
https://www.tcd.ie/law/tricon/covidobservatory/people/index.php
https://www.rte.ie/radio/radioplayer/html5/
https://www.gov.ie/en/publication/2dc71-level-5/
https://www.catholicarena.com/latest/massarrestireland0421
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Sinnott argued that Article 44. 1 “defends our right to worship God and not hinder us as we fulfil our duty to do so 

… It is clear that they [the government] are trampling our inalienable human right and the Constitutional commit-

ment to defend that right, which they as a government are charged with ensuring.” Continuing, she criticized this 

latest government move as a definitive sign that “the ban on public worship is not, and has not been for some 

time, a matter of health but of sectarianism and more specifically anti-Catholicism and anti-Christianity.” 
  

Murphy concurred, telling LifeSiteNews that the government’s latest legislative squeeze on public worship “is a 

direct attack on our God-given liberties and must be resisted because it is repressive and unjust.” He went on to 

explain that the regulations “interfere with the freedom of religion secured in the European Convention on Human 

Rights and if this goes unchallenged then it will set a very dangerous precedent.” Accordingly, a “functioning de-

mocracy cannot impose such a ban especially when there is absolutely no evidence to suggest that the Chinese 

virus can be spread in this way. In fact, the opposite is true, in every other country where public worship continues 

the evidence shows that churches are safe places.” Murphy criticized those responsible for the change in law as 

“not people of faith.” Consequently, he said, that the new law “cannot be obeyed because it is totalitarian in 

nature and comes from a bullying State which has now overreached itself. The only way to deal with bullies is to 

tackle them head on and I would encourage faithful clergy and laity to form networks and continue with the 

public celebration of the sacraments.” 

  

Rosary rallies for an end to ban on the sacraments 

  

Author and former news editor for EWTN Great Britain, Deacon Nick Donnelly, spoke to LifeSiteNews, lamenting 

the flagrant repudiation of the rich history of Irish Catholicism from within the government’s ranks. “My Irish grand-

parents and great grandparents could never have imagined that the Republic would become so anti-Catholic. 

For them attending daily Mass was the most important part of their lives. There couldn't be greater disrespect for 

their struggle for freedom than the Irish government criminalizing the sacraments. In the face of such an attack 

against the Church surely the time for expressions of regret from the hierarchy is over,” he said. 

  

“I’m encouraged that the Archbishop of Armagh and the Primate of All Ireland is seeking legal advice. It is imper-

ative that in the face of such provocation that the Church insists that she doesn’t need the permission of the Irish 

State to minister to her people.” Donnelly noted that there is a “rosary rally” being held every Sunday in parish 

churches throughout the entire nation, with the intention of having churches reopened and the ban on public 

Masses lifted: “I hope that all the bishops join the rosary rally being held outside churches across Ireland every Sun-

day until the Mass returns.” 

 

For the full length article, visit Life Site News. 

      SPIRITUAL COMMUNION        
A Meditation for the Fourth Sunday after Easter, 1962 Missale Romanum, Fr. Scott Haynes 

 

In today’s Epistle, St. James says that “every excellent gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down 

from the Father of lights.” How true this is! God gives us daily the gift of life and so many other blessings, but the 

greatest gift that God daily desires to give you is the Holy Eucharist. To worthily receive the Lord in Holy Commun-

ion is the very food of your soul, and the Church encourages us to receive the Bread of Angels even daily if possi-

ble. But the saints also encourage make spiritual communions besides. According to St. Thomas, [Summa Theolog-

ica 3.80.1], a spiritual Communion, consists in the deep desire to receive Jesus in the Most Holy Sacrament, and in 

lovingly embracing Him as if we had actually received Him.  How pleasing these spiritual Communions are to 

Christ our God! Our Lord manifested Himself to a certain Sister Paula Maresca, who was the foundress of the con-

vent of St. Catherine of Sienna in Naples. Our Lord showed her two precious vessels, the one of gold, the other of 

silver. He then told her that in the gold vessel He preserved her sacramental Communions, and in the silver one 

her spiritual Communions.  

(Continued on page 7) 
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The Holy Council of Trent [Sess. xiii. c. 8] greatly praises spiritual Communions, and encourages the faithful to prac-

tice them. All those who desire to advance in the love of Jesus Christ are exhorted to make a spiritual Communion 

at least once in every visit that they pay to the Most Blessed Sacrament, and at every Mass that they hear. This 

devotion is far more profitable than some suppose, and at the same time nothing can be easier to practice.  Re-

solve today to follow the counsel of St. Alphonsus who says that souls who wish to make spiritual progress should 

make Spiritual Communions during their meditations, whenever they visit the Blessed Sacrament and in prepara-

tion for the reception of the Holy Eucharist. We pray: “My Jesus, I believe that You are present in the Most Holy 

Sacrament. I love You above all things, and I desire to receive You into my soul. Since I cannot at this moment re-

ceive You sacramentally, come at least spiritually into my heart.  I  embrace You as if You were already there and 

unite myself wholly to You.  Never permit me to be separated from You.  Amen.” 

MAY CROWNING  

 

The origins of the May Crowning are hard to pinpoint, although devotion to our 

Blessed Mother Mary originates in the earliest days of the church. Concerning 

the significance of the month of May, toward the end of the 18th century, Father 

Latomia of the Roman College of the Society of Jesus (in Rome) instituted the 

practice of dedicating this month to our Blessed Mother. His desire was to pro-

mote devotion to Mary among the students as a way to counteract infidelity 

and immorality. From Rome, the May devotion spread throughout the Jesuit col-

leges, and eventually throughout the whole church. Pope Pius VII in 1815 grant-

ed a partial indulgence for participating in either a public or private devotion 

honoring Mary during the month of May; Pope Pius IX made the indulgence ple-

nary in 1859.   

Pope Paul VI, in his “Letter on the Occasion of the First of May” (promulgated 

April 30, 1965), noted not only the venerable tradition of May devotions to Mary, 

but also their importance: “It is precisely because the month of May is a powerful 

incentive to more fervent and trusting prayer, and because during it our peti-

tions find their way more easily to the compassionate heart of Our Blessed Lady, 

that it has been a custom dear to Our Predecessors to choose this month, dedicated to Mary, for inviting the 

Christian people to offer up public prayers, whenever the needs of the Church demanded it, or whenever danger 

hovered menacingly over the world. This year, We too … feel the need of sending out a similar appeal to the 

whole Catholic world. When We look at the present needs of the Church or at the state of peace in the world, We 

have compelling reasons for believing that the present hour is especially grave; that it makes a call for united 

prayer from the whole Christian people more than ever a matter of urgency.” Considering the state of the world 

at this time of pandemic, all of us should use this month for fervent prayer for the sick, praying for their needs and 

the needs of all mankind to turn humbly to God in true conversion of heart and mind.  

As we begin the month of May, let us be sure to honor our Blessed Mother in our hearts and our homes. The recita-

tion of the family Rosary each day, images of our Blessed Mother, having a special shrine in our home and/or 

yard, and having our own family May Crowning are wonderful ways not only to foster devotion and faith, but also 

to draw us closer to the heart of Our Savior.  Join us at 10 am Mass on May 9th for May Crowning. 

        MOTHER’S DAY PRAYER & MASS CARDS 
 

Prayer and Mass Cards are available online at https://stmchicagoecards.com. 

Prayer cards are $5.00 and Mass cards are $10.00 (plus 50¢ Paypal processing fee). 

Credit cards are accepted.  If you have any questions, please email us at          

stmecards@gmail.com. 

What a wonderful way to honor your Mother on Mother's Day. 

https://stmchicagoecards.com/
mailto:stmecards@gmail.com

